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Shabbat ends 8:35 PM
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On This Week’s Parashah - Emor

In Parshat Emor, the Torah presents a unique mitzvah that prohibits slaughtering a mother animal and her offspring on the
same day: “An ox or a sheep, you shall not slaughter it and its young on the same day.”

According to the Talmud and as codified by Maimonides et al, the prohibition applies when a mother animal and her offspring—
whether male or female—are both ritually slaughtered on the same calendar day, regardless of who performs the slaughter or
where it takes place. It applies only to kosher domestic animals (cattle, sheep, and goats), and only the mother-offspring pair, not
the father.

What is the reason behind this commandment? Various classic commentators have offered different explanations.

1. Spare the Mother's Suffering

Maimonides explains that the mitzvah is based on the principle of avoiding animal suffering (tza’ar baalei chayim). The Torah
seeks to spare the mother animal from the anguish of seeing her offspring slaughtered. Maimonides argues that there is no
essential difference between the emotional bond of a human mother and that of an animal mother—they both have natural love
and mercy toward their young. Therefore, this act would be inhumane.

This view is also found in the Midrash: Why is a baby circumcised on the eighth day? Because the Holy One, blessed be He,
has compassion on him, granting him time until he gains strength. And just as G-d's mercy extends to human beings, so too does
His mercy extend to animals. From where is this derived? As it is written: “And from the eighth day onward, it shall be accepted as
a sacrifice.” And not only that, but G-d also said: “You shall not slaughter it and its offspring on the same day,” etc.

Bechor Shor concurs and adds that this prohibition applies only to the mother and not the father, precisely because the
maternal bond is stronger. A mother’s emotional connection to her offspring is deeper, and the Torah's concern lies with the pain
she might experience.

2. Cultivating Compassion

Ibn Ezra offers a different perspective: While others see this mitzvah as an expression of compassion toward animals, Ibn
Ezra emphasizes its role in shaping human character. One who is capable of slaughtering both a mother and her young on the
same day risks becoming emotionally desensitized, gradually dulling their sense of mercy. Such behavior can lead to the
development of cruel and callous traits, undermining the Torah's goal of refining human character through even the most
technical of mitzvot.

3. Preserving Species

Nachmanides agrees with |bn Ezra's reasoning and also suggests an additional explanation. In his view, slaughtering both the
mother and the offspring in one day resembles eradicating an entire species. If such behavior became widespread, it could lead
to extinction. The Torah, which values the preservation of creation, forbids this to ensure that species are not wiped out.

4. A Hidden Reason

Some understand this mitzvah to ultimately be beyond human understanding. It may fall into the category of chukim—
commandments whose rationale is hidden from us. Our role is to observe the mitzvah out of faith and submission to Divine will,
even if we do not grasp its logic. The Torah, therefore, concludes: You shall keep My commandments and perform them. | am the
L-rd. You shall not desecrate My Holy Name. | shall be sanctified amidst the children of Israel. | am the L-rd Who sanctifies you,
Who took you out of the land of Egypt, to be a G-d to you. | am the L-rd.

The emphasis is on “l am the L-rd"—the Creator who understands the nature of all beings and whose wisdom exceeds human
understanding. G-d reminds us that we accept His commandments because He demonstrated His power when He took us out of
Egypt with wonders and miracles—whether or not we understand the reasoning behind a mitzvah is irrelevant.

5. Preventing the Desecration of G-d's Name

The Rebbe, however, understood this mitzvah in line with Maimonides' explanation—based on the Midrash and Zohar—as a
rational, ethical law rooted in compassion. Since it directly follows the verse commanding that a newborn remain with its mother
for seven days, both are seen as expressions of mercy, intended to prevent causing emotional distress to the animal.

Accordingly, the Rebbe offers a divergent reading of the concluding verses. Because this is a moral law that even non-Jews
recognize, the Torah concludes with, “You shall keep My commandments“—referring specifically to rational mitzvot—and “You
shall not desecrate My holy Name”, teaching that failure to uphold such universally understood ethics can result in a chilul
Hashem—a desecration of G-d's Name—in the eyes of the nations.

Shabbat Shalom,

Rabbi Mordechai Rubin

Rabbi Rubin is a content editor and staff writer at Chabad.org. He studied advanced rabbinics

at yeshivot in the U.K. and U.S., and lives in Pittsburgh with his wife Devorah, and their five children.
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Happy Birthday to:

Sun,5/3 Daniel Rosenbluth
Tues, 5/5 Randy Zimring
Thurs, 5/7 Akiva Belk

Happy Anniversary to:

Thurs, 5/7 Vilma & Alan Levi - 60th

Fred Chait
Fri, 5/8  Stanley Becker
Ann Bohm
Refuah Sh'leimah to:

Stanley Becker (Shmuel Shlomo ben Mindel) David Pencak (Dovid ben Chaya Ruchel)
Ann Bohm Bob Rosenfeld (Rachmiel Leib ben Rivka)
Ken Bohm (Chaim Mordechai ben Sara Leah) Louise Saltzman (Leah Fradel bat Malka)
Darren Chervitz (Yehuda Meyer ben Sifka Gitel) Bruce Schwartz (Hersh Ber Tzvi ben Zelda Tema)
lan Deitch (Yahve ben Miriam) Joan Schwartz (Zelda Tema bat Gitel Reina)
Beth Golden (Batya bat Sara) Lester Schwartz (Lazer ben Miriam)

This Shabbat, 5/2
Monday, 5/4
Tuesday, 5/5

Wednesday, 5/6

Thursday, 5/7
Friday, 5/8

Next Shabbat, 5/9

The following yahrzeits are observed this week:

Jacob Lefkowitch, grandfather of Nanci Gold
Merle Roufa, mother of Steve Roufa
Jack Mekler, uncle of Phil Brick

Jacob Blum, brother-in-law of Steve Bell
Aileen Shmuger, sister of Phil Radman and sister-in-law of Ceil Tobin

Albert Krawll, father of Joyce Becker

Ruth Bell, mother of Steve Bell
Moshe Joseph, uncle of Gloria Ezekiel Kweskin
Charles Liss, father of Bettina Weinberg

Jack Dagerman, father of Erika Greenberg

May their souls be bound up in the bonds of eternal life
and inspire us to noble and consecrated living.
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Traditional Congregation and Congregation B'nai Amoona
invite you to join us for

Tikkun Leil “Bites & Bite-8ize Learning”™
Thursday, May 21, 2026
ShavuOt I,7:1(;23P7|\1adue Rd, STL
T h u rSd ay’ TJoin us for Sha§u0t Services,
5/21/26 7:00 PM e elcious Dty Tress
Register at:

(yes, there will be cheesecake!)

Please register at:

https://bit.ly/3QBK5uB et /bitl/s0BKsu SRR
a n d J O I n u S ! We look forward to seeing you!

Questions or need help registering?
Contact Marian 314-576-5230 or
Liessa 314-576-9990 ext 116
ra——— N

PRAYER

Why do | pray? - Because prayer invites me to an adventure in human values.
Why do | pray? - Because prayer opens the door that leads to all humankind.
Why do | pray? - Because prayer inspires me to be one with the Parent of the universe.

Why do I pray? - Because | am frail and need strength;
| am troubled and need comfort; and being proud, | need humility.

Why do | pray? - Because having entered the world as a Jew by birth, | want to leave it a Jew by worth.
Why do I pray? - Because prayer respects my mind, purifies my heart, exalts my spirit and sanctifies my life.

Why do | pray? - Because prayer leads me out of myself into the broad places where all mortals live,
and unto the high places where truth and righteousness abide.

Why do | pray? - Because prayer leads me out of “spiritual poverty.” Just as there is material poverty in food,
clothing and shelter; so is there spiritual poverty where the deficiency is in spiritual things such as prayer,
knowledge of Torah, observance of the mitzvot, and the practice of good deeds.

From Morrie Matlof (adapted)

THOUGHT FOR THE MOMENT OF SILENCE
The happiest people don’t necessarily have the best of everything, but they make the most of
everything.
Sam Cawthorn
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