
May 9-10, 2025                                                         יב אייר תשפ’’ה

Candle Lighting  7:42 PM

Parashah – Acharei Mot-K’doshim – Leviticus 16:1-20:27

(אחרי מות – קדשים)

Stone – p 636          Hertz – p 480            Etz Hayim – p 679

Haftarah – Amos 9:7-15

Stone – p 1173  Hertz – p 509  Etz Hayim – p 706

Bat Mitzvah of

Rebecca Weinstein,

daughter of Rita & Mark Weinstein

 Kiddush Luncheon following services

 is sponsored by 

Rita & Mark Weinstein

in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter,

Rebecca

Shabbat ends 8:43 PM
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TRADITIONAL CONGREGATION
Rabbi Seth D Gordon - Rabbi.Gordon@yahoo.com

Marian S. Gordon, Executive Director - traditionalcong@gmail.com

WEEKDAY AND SHABBAT SERVICES
Sunday - 8:30 AM 
Tuesday - 6:30 PM
Shabbat - 9:30 AM 

Board of Directors:
Governance Committee: 
Florence Schachter, Chair

Marty Levy, Vice-Chair 
Ken Bohm, Ellis Frohman, Ron Green, Dina Rinder

Ellis Frohman, Financial Vice President 
Mark Weinstein, Ritual Vice President 

Marty Levy/Mindy Strauss, Education Co-Vice Presidents
Dina Rinder, Membership Vice President

Steven Puro, Administration Vice President 
Chris Brown/Justin Zeid, Building & Grounds Co-Vice Presidents 

Ron Green, Fundraising Vice President 
Barbara Levin, Treasurer 

Mimi Levy, Secretary 

Past Presidents:   Kenneth H. Bohm, Phil Brick

Members at Large: 
Maureen Brodsky 

Stanley Estrin 
Bill Gold

Gary Golden 
Stan Greenberg 

Jack Heller 
Sid Levin 
Ari Levy

Carol Max
Florence Schachter 

We welcome new members! 
 If you or someone you know would like to receive membership information, 

please contact our office at 314-576-5230
or traditionalcong@gmail.com
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On This Week’s Torah Portion - Acharei Mot-K’doshim
Should we clone people? Is there such a thing as a life not worth living? When is it correct to go to war? Is
terrorism always wrong? Is there anything wrong with same-sex marriages? Can abortion ever be legitimized?
The list of 21st century ethical dilemmas is endless. The key issue in this regard is: how and on what biases do
we answer these ethical dilemmas? Indeed this is a question that concerned the earliest philosophers.

In western philosophy there are generally three views as to the origin of ethics. Firstly there is the "Divine
Command Theory of Ethics" which contends that ethics originates from G‑d — that which G‑d commands is
arbitrarily good and ethical. The counterargument to this maintains that this view leads to the absurdity
where G‑d can, in theory, decree adultery to be ethical. If one argues that G‑d cannot do this one is admitting
that ethical standards are set by something outside G‑d.

Following on from the "Divine Command Theory" is the "Theory of Forms," put forward by Plato, which holds
that there is an independent "form" outside of G‑d which is the absolute standard of morality and ethics. The
problem here is that this absolute standard was never revealed to a spatio-temporal world, so one could
never be certain that one has attained the absolute standard of ethics. We therefore face the original
dilemma: what is ethical?
The third view holds that all knowledge is relative to the individual, in which case there cannot be absolute
morality: all ethics are relative to circumstances, people and cultures. This view too is problematic because,
taken to its logical conclusion, there is no such thing as ethics at all.

There is an enigmatic verse in the Torah that seems to relate directly to this debate. G‑d says to Moses,
"Speak to the entire congregation of the children of Israel, and say to them: You shall be holy, for I, the L-rd
your G‑d, am holy." The command "You shall be holy" elicits debate among the commentators. Some hold that
it means that one should be particularly careful in matters of sexual morality. Predicating their view on the
Talmud, others maintain that it refers to the need to remain self-disciplined even in matters which carry no
Torah prohibition. According to this "You shall be holy" implores one always to be abstemious and self-
disciplined when it comes to material pleasures. Interestingly, this interpretation of the verse is identical to
Aristotle's view on how human ethical conduct is to be determined.

"You shall be holy for I, the L-rd, your G‑d, am holy" may seem a rather vague argument for ethical conduct;
however, it encapsulates a tremendously deep explanation regarding the origins of ethics. G‑d created man
"in His image."  According to the Kabbalists this verse indicates that G‑d possesses "attributes" (middot or
sefirot). In the Kabbalistic system there are ten G‑dly attributes, three of which are intellectual and seven
emotional. It must be noted however that the G‑dly attributes are perfect and infinitely different to those of
humans. So when the Torah says that the fact that G‑d is ethical (holy) is a reason for humans to be ethical
(holy), it means that the origin of morality comes from G‑d Himself. The perfect form, the standard bearer for
perfect morals—which Plato saw as being outside G‑d—in fact originates from within G‑d Himself. G‑d is
revealing that the ethical laws that are written in the Torah are not just relative moral laws or an intellectual
analysis of human nature leading to educated guesses regarding what is and what is not ethical. Rather, the
ethical laws found in the Torah are a G‑dly revelation of that Divine perfect form which is a paradigm for
ethical human conduct. Indeed, there is no surer way to be certain of what is ethical and what is not than to
have the standard bearer of ethical conduct reveal it to us.

So when confronted with the massive ethical dilemmas of the 21st century there is only one place to turn for
the answers: to the perfect form which is the origin of ethics, as manifested in the Torah.

Shabbat shalom, 
Rabbi Levi Brackman

Rabbi Brackman is director of Judaism in the Foothills and 
the author of numerous articles on issues of the day.

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/433240/jewish/God.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1426382/jewish/Torah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/article.asp?aid=296745
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Is Spring Your Thing??

If you love to be one with nature, we could use
your help to clean up our grounds!

Volunteers are needed to clear branches, 
weed and clean out the gardens, 

pick up trash, etc.
When?  Whenever you’re available!

If you can help out, please contact 
our Building & Grounds VPs:

Chris Brown 636-288-5356
Justin Zeid 314-412-5758 

Bring your tools!  
We will supply trash bags.
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PRAYER 

It is good to give tzedaka before morning prayers. 
With lighter pockets, prayers rise higher.

It is good to give tzedaka before fasting, with another’s hunger filled, 
ours becomes more holy.

It is good to give tzedaka before Shabbat. The candles will glow more warmly; 
our rest will be filled with joy.

It is good to give tzedaka after Shabbat. 
The week will go more smoothly for us and others.

It is good to give tzedaka before a journey. 
The travel will be safer.

It is good to give tzedaka after a journey.
 The travel will be richer.

It is good to give tzedaka generously.
 One can enjoy one’s own wealth more.

It is good to give tzedaka often.
 It is a blessing forever.

Let us never forget how good it is to give with an open hand, 
an open heart and all our might – to repair, 

to be just, to be worthy of covenant.

Davi Walders

THOUGHT FOR THE MOMENT OF SILENCE

If I am not for myself, who is for me? But when I am (only) for myself, what am I?
And if not now, when?

    Hillel




