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ל אב תשע‘‘ט

Parashat Re’eh - Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17 ראה
Stone – p 998
Hertz – p 799
Etz Hayim – p 1061
Maftir Rosh Chodesh – Numbers 28:9-15
Stone – p 890
Hertz – p 695
Etz Hayim - p 930
Third Week of Consolation
Haftarah – Isaiah 66:1-24 ישעיה סו
Stone – p 1208
Hertz – p 944
Etz Hayim - p 1220
Aufruf of Moshe Leib Cohen celebrating his
upcoming marriage to Ruth Beryl Schachter.
Kiddush luncheon is sponsored by Joseph and Florence
Schachter in honor of the upcoming wedding
of their daughter, Ruth, to Moshe.

Talmud Class—5:30 PM
Minchah—6:45 PM
Seudah Sh’lishit
Shabbat Ends—8:15 PM
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On This Week’s Torah Portion – Re’eh
The people of Israel are preparing to occupy the Land. This adventure is a new chapter in their sacred
mission. A few central questions for consideration in the Book of Devarim are: What type of direction,
instruction, or imperatives should Moses give to them?; Can we view this parsha and several others
as Moses conveying G-d's deep attachment to the people of Israel and concern for their future?; and
How are Moses and G-d giving them a spiritual basis to sustain them in the Land?
In the three parashot Reeh, Shoftim and Ki Seitzei Moses mentions the vast majority of the mitzvos
that the Jewish people will need in the Land of Israel. Parshas Reeh explains to the people that the
observances in the wilderness will not be sufficient for the new life in the Land of Israel where the people will have to take more responsibility for everyday life. In these parashot, Moses informs us about
how G-d commanded the mitzvot and provided details concerning how the laws were to be
obeyed. In the Book of Devarim, Samson Raphael Hirsch says: " Of the more than 100 articles of law
more than seventy are new and do not appear in preceding books." (Pentatuch, p. 653). G-d has
placed in the hands of the people to choose their future. they can follow the laws and be blessed or be
cursed if they turn away from them.
Rav Kook, who was heavily invested in the holiness of the Land of Israel, was able to embrace even
the least religious halutzim (pioneers) because he understood that settling the land spoke to a spiritual
yearning in them that the forms of religion in the places they had left could not. The Torah must give
the people a formal religion that can give them a sense of identity as opposed to the surrounding nations and remind them of the importance of the Almighty without their falling into complacency that either the observances or being everyday good people can substitute for each other. Part of how this is
done is instituting a formal central place where the Shechina is and formal times where everybody has
to show up and bring some token individual sacrifice even if it is only a bird.
Festivals are brought into a different meaning when the people of Israel enter the land. The festivals
serve as a deadline to bring any of the individual non-festival offerings such as the elevation offering,
sin offering, or vow that people have become obligated to bring. Festivals are also a reenactment of
the range of emotions of the Exodus experience from joy at freedom. At Passover, there is joy at everything you have which will sustain you through the winter and possible shmitta year on Sukkos. This
parsha contains the specific commandment to rejoice on the three pilgrimage festivals as opposed to
the later threat of dire punishment for NOT serving G-d with joy. This suggests that rejoicing on the
festival is more than bringing joy to preparing for the festival and whatever mitzvos you may do there,
but also involves rejoicing in the timeless power of the recalled spiritual experience and the relative
lack of everyday spiritual impediments. In our discussion about this parsha, James Borden,
shlita, emphasized that the community needs to bend over backward to support a poor or sick person
in getting to Jerusalem to participate in the festival as is supported by the text which says that Levites,
gerim, widows, and orphans should all participate.
These places and times give the people the opportunity to test their level of spiritual intensity and generosity when it is challenged to be at a very high level. In their everyday lives outside the Temple
Mount, the people should be scrupulous about the laws of kashrut which are mentioned here. This behavior accustoms the people to think that the world/Israel is here for us to enjoy if we are able to make
distinctions between what is spiritually nourishing and what isn’t.
Shabbat shalom,
Leah Borden, Steven Puro

LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER!!

UPCOMING EVENTS
Friday, September 6
Chinese Shabbat Dinner honoring our volunteers who
have made many meals for us. Dinner to be prepared by Rabbi Gordon and his sous
chefs. $20/person pd by 8/26, after that $23/person; $10 age 7 & under. Register at:
https://www.traditional-congregation.org/events VOLUNTEER SOUS CHEFS NEEDED,
please contact Marian if you can help shop, chop or clean up, 314-576-5230 or tradcong@sbcglobal.net
Shabbat, September 7
Kiddush Luncheon is sponsored by Gail & Jerry Tullman in honor of their 45th anniversary.
Thursday, September 12

General Board Meeting, 7:30 PM

Sunday, September 15
Knosh & Knowledge with Jessica Z. Brown: “Make
Media Literacy Everybody’s Business: A Challenging Path Forward” Jessica will
guide us through the challenges both consumers and producers of messages face, and
show us how to be mindful, critical-thinking citizens. 9:30 AM Brunch, 10:15 Program.
$6/person, RSVP by 9/6 to tradcong@sbcglobal.net, 314-576-5230 or online at https://
www.traditional-congregation.org
Wednesday, September 18 Schmooze & Games, 7:00 PM in the Jewish Heritage
Center. Play/schmooze/nosh—no charge, hang out with friends and relax.
Shabbat, September 21
Active Attack Response Training with Scott Biondo,
Jewish Federation’s Community Security Director. Scott will be on site at approximately
11:00 AM (following Torah reading) to guide us through what to do in the event of an attack. This is important and timely information you won’t want to miss!
Motzei Shabbat, September 21
Selichot Program & Services. How can two gangsters inspire you to enter in the High Holydays?? Join us for a screening of “Maktub,” an
Israeli gangster comedy, and find out! Grab a nosh beginning at 8:15 PM; film at 8:30,
discussion at 10:15 and Selichot services at 10:30 PM.
We’re looking for...YOU—to sponsor a Kiddush! Call Marian, 314-576-5230 to reserve
your date. Not ready to sponsor but would like to help offset our Kiddush costs? It’s
easy —mail your donation to Traditional (note: Kiddush Fund in memo) or donate online
at https://www.traditional-congregation.org/donate and select Kiddush Fund Donation.
Thank you!
https://www.traditional-congregation.org

PRAYER
For the blessings which You lavish upon us in forest and sea,
in mountain and meadow, in rain and sun, we thank You.
For the blessings You implant within us, joy and peace,
meditation and laughter, we are grateful to You.
For the blessings of friendship and love, of family and community.
For the blessings we ask of You and those we cannot ask;
For the blessings You bestow upon us openly
and those You give us in secret;
For all these blessings, O God of the universe,
we thank You and are grateful to You.
For the blessings we recognize and those we fail to recognize;
For the blessings of our tradition and of our holy days;
For the blessings of return and forgiveness,
of memory, of vision, and of hope;
For all these blessings which surround us on every side,
O God, hear our thanks and accept our gratitude.
Ruth F. Brin
THOUGHT FOR THE MOMENT OF SILENCE
One is not rich by what one owns, but more by what one is able to do
with dignity.
Immanuel Kant

